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The target of adopting the EU 
Procurement Directive reform by  
2012 cannot be maintained. The 
consideration of amendments 
will take place in November and 
the European Parliament is now 
aiming at an adoption in the IMCO 
committee for the Classic Directive 
on 29 November and the Utilities 
Directive on 18 December (tbc). 
The plenary debate and vote are 
estimated to take place in 2013. 
Further information can be found 
here. 

On 19 October the Presidency 
provided a new compromise text 
to be discussed at the working 
party meeting on 5 November. 

What is the Municipality’s approach to GPP and 
how is it supported politically?
The standard terms and conditions we use include 
both social and environmental clauses. We were 
lucky to have high level political support with this. 
Our close relationship with the Municipal Council 
has meant that we have been able to implement 
and mainstream GPP relatively quickly. 

Have there been any particular success stories 
in implementing GPP? 
The Municipal Council recently approved the 

Favouring sustainable development through public        
procurement of innovation 

Since 2009 a series of 
“buyers’ group” networks 
have been created by the 
European Commission, 
in order to assist the 
purchase of innovative 
and sustainable solutions. 

As part of the EC’s 
Competitiveness and Innovation Programme, 
following the initial networks dedicated 
to sustainable construction, hospitals and 
protective textiles, eight new networks have 
been put together to target categories ranging 
from healthcare (HAPPI and EcoQUIP) to road 
data systems (SYNCHRO). 

These initiatives use innovation and participation 
with SMEs to address societal challenges 
including climate change and resource scarcity 
by improving energy efficiency, quality and 

Emmendingen sets ambitious targets  
tendering of an energy-delivery contract for 
Emmendingen’s hospital. This involves contracting 
a company to build and maintain the heating 
and cooling system within stringent energy use 
and carbon emissions parameters. Also, our new 
administrative building uses 40% less energy than 
is mandatory and the heating system uses timber 
pellets, a sustainable energy source. Our energy 
engineer has supported us in setting up tenders 
that promote energy efficiency and reduce costs.

What are Emmendingen Municipality’s GPP 
plans for the future? 
From 2013, we will purchase hydro-electricity for 
all our municipal buildings and traffic lighting. We 
are also forming an energy region cooperation 
with surrounding municipalities to reduce energy 
consumption by 50% and source the rest from 
renewable sources. Even with these ambitious 
plans, we realise that more can be still be done! 

To view the interview in full, click here.

Zoom in on... new timetable 
for procurement reform

environmental sustainability. Examples include 
using innovative, low energy lighting solutions 
(Innobooster in LIFE and Pro-LITE), green 
building materials (INNOBUILD) and promoting 
renewable energy sources in buildings (SPEA). 
The project (FIRED-UP) will look at optimising 
procurement procedures to reduce the 
environmental impact of fire service fleets.

To foster exchange of best practice amongst 
European  innovation procurers, a European 
Innovation Procurement Forum has also been 
launched. Along with the recently closed 
Eco-Innovation call for proposals, these 
projects demonstrate the EC’s commitment 
to boosting economic growth by giving new, 
environmentally-friendly solutions a chance to 
reach the EU-wide market.

More information...

Interview with Rainer Ernst, 
Head of the Agency for 
Construction and Property in 
Emmendingen Municipality, 
Germany. The District of 
Emmendingen has an 
ambitious GPP programme 

and has set rigorous energy reduction and 
renewables targets.

Zoom in on… updated GPP 
criteria now translated

EU GPP criteria for seven product 
groups updated in 2012 have now 
been translated, making them 
available in 22 languages. Product 
categories include electricity, 
gardening, indoor lighting, IT 
equipment, street lighting, textiles 
and transport.

For support with any queries 
about GPP criteria or related issues, 
please contact the GPP Helpdesk 
gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org or call +49-
761/368 920. Questions expressed 
in English, French, German and 
Spanish are welcome.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20120214CDT38033#menuzone
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st14/st14971.en12.pdf
http://www.sci-network.eu/
http://www.lowcarbon-healthcare.eu/
http://www.enprotex.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue24_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.fired-up.eu/
http://www.procurement-forum.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/public-procurement/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
mailto:gpp-helpdesk%40iclei.org?subject=
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In September 2010, a cross-border project was launched 
to promote the procurement of innovation in Italy and 
France. Partners in the Alcotra Innovation project identified 
a common need for new approaches to i) smart energy 
systems and ii) intelligent mobility. 

Issues surrounding the intermittency of renewable energy 
sources and non-simultaneous energy generation and 

consumption were chosen as target areas for innovative solutions within smart energy 
systems. A parallel objective was to tackle issues related to traffic. Specific aims included 
finding intelligent ways of monitoring poor road conditions and facilitating sustainable 
travel. 

The Pre-Commercial Public Procurement which sought to meet these objectives 
stipulated the use of the Living Labs method, meaning that prototypes must be tested 
in real life scenarios by end users on their own premises. In June 2012, the contract 
was awarded to 2 economic operators to explore smart energy solutions, along with 3 
consortia to work on the area of intelligent mobility.

Download the GPP example here.

GPP examples

Zoom in on... GPP Advisory 
Group meeting

Joint National Procurement of Electric Vehicles in Sweden 

Innovative Smart Energy and Intelligent Mobility Solutions

In October 2010, public and private entities in Sweden 
undertook a national procurement of Electric Vehicles (EVs) 
and Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs). 260 public and 
36 private organisations expressed an interest in participating 
and worked together to define parameters, qualify bidders 
and input into the official tender process. 12 months later, 
two contracts for the purchase or lease of electric vehicles 

commenced; one for use by public authorities and the other by private organisations. 

The principle objectives of the joint procurement were to take the country’s first significant 
step towards creating demand for electric vehicles and to demonstrate the suitability and 
readiness of Sweden’s market to manufacturers. Another aim, aside from contributing 
towards quieter and cleaner fleets, was to enable Swedish organisations to buy EVs or PHEVs 
under the best possible conditions. 

To date, over 200 vehicles have been purchased under the framework. Use of the electric 
vehicles in operation between January and June 2012 saved almost 7 tonnes of CO2.

Download the GPP example here. 

The European Commission’s 
informal Green Public 
Procurement Advisory Group, met 
from 18-19 September 2012 in 
Malmö, Sweden. 

Key topics discussed included 
progress on the modernisation of 
the Public Procurement Directives, 
the criteria development process 
and draft criteria for Heating 
Systems, Toilets and Waste Water 
Treatment Infrastructure.

The minutes of the meeting 
and presentations that were 
delivered at the meeting can be 
downloaded here.

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@biois.com
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

The energy efficiency directive (PE-
CO_S 35/12, 13917/12_ADD1 REV3) 
was adopted on 4 October and 
will enter into force in November. 
Member States will then have 
18 months to comply with the 
provisions of this directive.

From 1 January 2014, Central 
Governments must renovate at 
least 3% total floor area of their 
heated/ cooled buildings each year. 
Energy efficiency requirements for 
products, services and buildings 
purchased by central governments 
are outlined in Annex III of the 
directive.  More...

Zoom in on… adoption of 
energy efficiency directive
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue24_Case_Study54_Valle D'Aosta Region_Energy_Mobility.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue24_Case_Study53_Sweden_EV.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/expert_meeting_en.htm
mailto:gpp%40biois.com?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00035.en12.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00035.en12.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st13/st13917-ad01re03.en12.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/132717.pdf

